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The John Simon Guggen-heim Memorial Founda-tion,which each year re-ceives about 3,000 applica-
tions for its coveted fellowships,has
awarded one of them to a UB Law asso-
ciate professor.
Winnifred Fallers Sullivan, who di-
rects the Law School’s Law,Religion
and Culture Program,will spend the
2010-11 academic year as a member of
the School of Social Science at the In-
stitute for Advanced Study,at Prince-
ton University.The Guggenheim,one
of the top academic honors available to
researchers and academics in all disci-
plines,comes on top of a fellowship
from the American Council for
Learned Societies,which will also sup-
port her work at Princeton.
The Guggenheim fellowship,desig-
nated for those “who have demonstrat-
ed exceptional capacity for productive
scholarship or exceptional creative
ability in the arts,”is intended for pro-
fessionals in midcareer.The founda-
tion’s intention is to give its fellows
“blocks of time in which they can work
with as much creative freedom as pos-
sible.”
Sullivan has done much already
with her creative freedom.Her re-
search focuses on how religion and law
shape one another,despite the Consti-
tution’s insistence that government
and religion must be separate spheres.
“Drawing on her expertise in law and
religion,Sullivan argues that religious
freedom in America is impossible,”
wrote one reviewer of her work.“She
succeeds in arguing that religious free-
doms are not as free as one might
think.”
Peer reviewers stretch for adjectives
when they are confronted with some of




Her most recent book,Prison Reli-
gion: Faith-based Reform and the Con-
stitution (Princeton University Press,
2009), looked at “faith-based”prison
programs in light of recent changes in
constitutional law with respect to reli-
gion.An earlier work,The Impossibility
of Religious Freedom (Princeton,2005),
argued that while religious freedom as
a political idea was once a force for tol-
erance, it has become a force for intol-
erance.
At Princeton,Sullivan will take
those ideas further as she works on a
new book,Spiritual Governance: The
New Religious Establishment. It will de-
scribe U.S. legal regulation of religion
in the context of the private-public
partnerships that establish chaplain-
cies, that odd confluence of religious
counseling and a taxpayer-supported
paycheck.
“We are living in an interesting time
in which to study religion,”Sullivan
says.“After a long period in which it
was largely assumed by scholars at sec-
ular universities that secularization was
a necessary, inevitable and relatively
uninteresting byproduct of modernity,
religion has become newly salient,both
as a political and social matter,and also
as an intellectual matter.”
The Law,Religion and Culture Pro-
gram has become a signature concen-
tration for scholarly work within the
Law School.The program takes as its
organizing principle this idea:“Law
and religion are cultural products.We
seek to understand how these two
powerful social and cultural sets of
ideas,practices and institutions have
come to be seen as separate,and how
they interact and have interacted and
recombined in diverse ways across
space and time.”
In addition to her work at the Law
School,Sullivan serves on the executive
committees of the National Associa-
tion for the Study of Religion; the
American Society for the Study of Reli-
gion; and the Law,Religion and Cul-








• B.A., Cornell University, 1971
• J.D., University of Chicago, 1976
• Ph.D., University of Chicago Divinity 
School, 1993
Affiliations:
• National Association for the Study of
Religion
• American Society for the Study of Religion
and the Law
• Religion and Culture Group of the American  
Academy of Religion
Previous visiting academic positions:
• Foundation fellow at the National Humanities Center, North Carolina
• Visiting fellow at the American Bar Foundation 
• Visiting fellow at the Martin Marty Center at the University of Chicago
